
2012 Farm Bill

Having been raised on my family’s fourth generation farm and ranch near Houghton, I know the
importance of the Farm Bill to South Dakota’s agricultural producers and rural communities.
Congress passes a new Farm Bill every five years, and it’s critical that factors affecting South
Dakota are heard and understood as this legislation is drafted.That is why I am hoping that you
will share your thoughts with me about ways we can improve on the Farm Bill so we better meet
the needs of South Dakotans.

The Farm Bill ensures that farmers and ranchers have a meaningful safety net and access to
credit and fair markets. In addition, it makes critical investments in renewable energy and rural
development and supports efforts to enhance agricultural research and conservation programs.
With your input, I will continue to look for ways to protect our agricultural tradition and bring
economic growth to our communities. This legislation is critical to South Dakota’s rural economy
and all are invited to provide input. I hope to hear from you.

  

I hosted the House Committee on Agriculture in Sioux Falls in May 2010 for a field hearing on
the drafting of the 2012 Farm Bill. The hearing in Sioux Falls was the eighth in a series of field
hearings held by the Agriculture Committee in locations across the country. Field hearings are
critical as we seek to gather information about successes and challenges in the implementation
of the 2008 Farm Bill, and opportunities for improvement in the 2012 Farm Bill. I pushed to hold
a field hearing in our state because I view my job in Congress as making sure that South
Dakotans’ voices are heard when it comes to crafting the policy that affects our economy, our
land, our every day lives. 

These field hearings in Sioux Falls and elsewhere, however, only represent the beginning of the
2012 Farm Bill drafting process. For those who would like to submit written testimony to be
included as part of the official Farm Bill field hearing record, you may do so through the House
Agriculture Committee’s website by clicking here . All testimony submitted before June 14 will
be included in the Farm Bill field hearing record. 

  

To e-mail Rep. Herseth Sandlin with your thoughts about the 2012 Farm Bill, click here .

To contact one of Rep. Herseth Sandlin's offices by phone or fax to provide input on the 2012
Farm Bill, click here .
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http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/feedbackform.html
https://forms.house.gov/hersethsandlin/IMA/contact.html
http://hersethsandlin.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=57&amp;Itemid=49

